
Father James H. Kroeger, a Maryknoll Missioner, has served mission in Asia (Philippines 
and Bangladesh) from 1970 to 2022, working in parishes and serving mostly in the education- 
formation apostolate of seminarians, religious, catechists, and lay leaders. He holds both 
licentiate and doctorate degrees in Missiology (Mission Theology) from the Gregorian 
University in Rome. His areas of specialization include Christology, Ecclesiology, Missiology, 
Vatican II, “Asian Theology” and the pontificate of Pope Francis.

KKroeger has produced numerous theological-missiological-catechetical books and articles, 
widely published throughout Asia. Among his published books are Walking with Pope 
Francis: The Official Documents in Everyday Language; The Gift of Mission: Yesterday, 
Today, Tomorrow; Once upon a Time in Asia: Stories of Harmony and Peace; Living Mission: 
Challenges in Evangelization Today; and, most recently, A Joyful Journey with Pope Francis.
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Commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the closing of the momentous 
Second Vatican Council (1965–2025), this book presents fifty short 
vignettes that capture pivotal moments of the greatest religious event of 
the twentieth century. Indeed, this twenty-first universal council pro-
foundly renewed the Catholic Church, providing a compass to guide her 
for succeeding decades.

“More than a survey of documents, the book contains delightful chapters on the fascinating 
people and themes that composed the council. Short, punchy passages illuminate why Vatican II 
is, as recent popes have declared, ‘a spring that becomes a river’ as well as a ‘gift of the Spirit’ 
and ‘a compass’ to take the church into the third millennium. Catechists, preachers, thoughtful 
Catholics everywhere: get yourself a copy! May this book be a blessing for the church!”

—Alice Camille, author of Invitation to Catholicism and “Testaments” columnist in U.S. Catholic Magazine

“Although Vatican II happened over sixty years ago, it remains a rich banquet to savor and “Although Vatican II happened over sixty years ago, it remains a rich banquet to savor and 
enjoy and to be nourished by. Jim has done us a great favor in pro viding these tasty tidbits of 
facts, vignettes, and cameo portraits to prepare us to enjoy the council’s richness. I envision 
myself tasting one of these tiny treats every morning along with my scripture reading and 

morning prayer. It will be a great way to start off my day!”
—Stephen Bevans, SVD, Louis J. Luzbetak, SVD, Professor of Mission and Culture, 

Emeritus, Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, IL

“What a find! Every single page of this happily conceived collection contains an accessible and “What a find! Every single page of this happily conceived collection contains an accessible and 
well-framed glimpse into the wonder that is the Second Vatican Council. Like a seasoned guide, 
Fr. Kroeger knows all the best spots, and points them out with verve as he leads the reader 

along a quick and thoroughly enjoyable tour.”
—Edward P. Hahnenberg, author of A Concise Guide to the Documents of Vatican II and other titles, 

John Carroll University, Cleveland, OH

“Use “Use Exploring Vatican II Treasures for personal enrichment, study groups, courses, a year of 
parish renewal, and much more. Let the spirit of Vatican II transform you and your community.”
—John Roberto, Executive Director, National Community of Catechetical Leaders (NCCL)
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